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The Feast of First Fruits.

The Feast of First-fruits, on the 17th day of Nisaas a celebration of

the harvest, when a sheaf representing the vestydirthe harvest was
waved before the Lord, as a symbolic gesture tedtcdted the
coming harvest to Him.

(This sheaf was likely to be barley, which
was the first crop to ripen).




How and Why Feast was

Celel;rate_d

The Feast of First Fruits.

Unleavened
Bread

Passover

Firstfruits

Pentecost or
Feastof Harvest

The dJews of Egwpt
were saved by the
blood of a lamb on
their door wavs.

Jdenws were to eat
pure unleavened
bread for aone
P=T=1 o

The firstfruits of the
spring harvest were
to be sacrificed as
the termple

This feast marked
the summer harsest
whien many crops
were avallahble

How God Fulfilled

the Feast

FULFILLED

FULFILLED

FULFILLED

FULFILLED

Christ God's Lamb
has bheen sacrificed

Zhrist has paid our sins,
e are nowe clean of sin

Chrnst has rnisen
the firstfruit=s

.

Clean out
old leaven...
just as you
are in fact
unieavened

The Holy Spirit has
bheen releaszed



The Passover:
Justification.

The Feast of

unleavened bread:

Sanctification.

The Feast of First
Fruits:

Consecration.

The Passover:
Our position.

The Feast of
unleavened bread and
the Feast of First
Fruits:

Our condition.



The Passover: :
Delivered from the penalty of sir:

The Feast of unleavened bread prss
Delivered from the power of sin. k= 7 |

The Feast of First Fruits: A
Delivered from the presence of i



The Feast of First Fruits.

The Feast of Passover:
had to do with“Peace with God”

The Feast of Unleavened bread and Feast of First &its:
had to do with théPeace of God”

The Feast of The Feast of Pentecost:
has to do with thePower of God”

The Feast of The Feast of Pentecost is thetdp that the believer
must take towards the “Rest of God” which is tyglfiey the Feast of
Tabernacles.

Hebrews 4:9-11.

There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the peofpl&od; for anyone
who enters God’s rest also rests from their wopkst as God did
from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort teretmat rest, so that
no one will perish by following their example afaledience.




The Feast of First Fruits.

Offering the First fruits
Leviticus 23:4-14.

The Lord said to Moses, Speak to the Israelitessayd 11},:\
to them: When you enter the land | am going te gou

and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest aadluf the
first grain you harvest.

il
He is to wave the sheaf before the Lord so itlvall
accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wavenitite | ;:%
day after the Sabbath. On the day you wave thefshea
you must sacrifice as a burnt offering to the Laridimb a year old
without defect, together with its grain offeringtab-tenths of an
ephah of the finest flour mixed with olive oil adooffering presented
to the Lord, a pleasing aroma and its drink offgriof a quarter of a
hin of wine. You must not eat any bread, or roasteigew grain,

until the very day you bring this offering to ydbod. This is to be a
lasting ordinance for the generations to come, \&kier you live.




The Feast of First Fruits.

There Is some controversy as to the timing of thisvent.
The Scriptures say the wave offering was made Herdiay after the
Sabbath” 17 Nissan. Orthodox Judaism taking the iposihat it is
the day following the “High Sabbath” 16 Nissan, whwas the first
day of the seven day feast of Unleavened Breacer®thelieve that it
was the day after the regular Sabbath that felhduhe seven day
feast. Adding to the problem is that we are nog ®xactly which year
Jesus was crucified, various scholars having cgmeitin different
dates, usually ranging from 30 to 33 AD. HowevecsiJesus was
crucified on the day of preparation for the Pasgowe can be sure
He rose on the festival of First Fruits. Rememlzetirat the Jews
counted their days from sundown to sundown...

1 e e e i e |
wernal equinos= Linleavensd Bread J

14 15 1S 1T 1= 1 =20 =21 =2 -
ablast Eresw Sa=eder Firstifrunt=
==cdol Fe=ach I
Eedikat — —

Chametz Courtding of the Omer (439 days to



Jesus and the Feast of First Fruits.

Jesus rose from the dead on the Feast of First-fig.
The Apostle Paul said...

1 Corinthians 15:20,23

"But now is Christ risen from th¢ll
dead and become thigst fruits §
of them that slept."...

"For as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ
shall all be made alive.

But every man in his own orderf§
Christ thefirst fruits, afterward |
they that are Christ's |
at his coming."




The personal aspect ofhe Feast of First Fruits

The Passover/Feast of unleavened bread
dealt with crucifying the “old man” (getting rid tiie leaven)

The feast of First fruits
deals with putting on the “new man” (the resurredife)

Galatians 5:14,15. - et on aert o
May | never boast except in the ,  *""

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, =77

through which the world has beer" " g2

crucified to me, and | to the world_ ", =sai=" ﬁeﬂ i

. Ster g st I". |

Neither circumcision nor A T : "o
. . . . (e e -

uncircumcision means anything; . Q P

what counts is the new creation. te 4
I HHIEFEREH

2 Corinthians 5:17. HATER OF GOD

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creat@s come:
The old has gone, the new is here.



These vital truths embodied in the Feasts are por&yed in Baptism.
Colossians 2:11-14.

In him you were also circumcised with a circumansmmt perforned

by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh put off when
you were circumcised by Christ, having been burigd faiim in
baptism,in which you were also raised with him through yéaith in
the working of God, who raised him from the deadeldWou were
dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made you alive with
Christ. He forgave us all our
sins, having cancelled the
charge of our legal
Indebtedness, which stood
against us and condemned &
us; he has taken it away, RuciFs
nailing it to the cross. e

1 CORINTIIANS 15:3-4—The Good News! RESU RREC“M

WHEN CHRIST
DD, 1D

- <1 Ry
iy 0 THE WATER Pie8
nletu Ll OUT OF THE

WATER (a plotura
of resurraction ]



These vital truths embodied in the Feasts are por&yed in Baptism.
Colossians 3:1-10.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christy@at hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the rigind of God. Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things.you died, and
your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Shrwho is your
life, appears, then you also will appear with

him in glory. Put to death, therefore,
whatever belongs to your earthly nature:
sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry.

Because of these, the wrath of God is
coming. You used to walk in these
ways, in the life you once lived.

You won't kill something you like or /
even love, perhaps the problem is that
we have become accustomed to our °
sin and don’t hate it.

bitternass :

B or1s

, W CcoNTENT
&) MENT



These vital truths embodied in the Feasts are por&yed in Baptism.

Colossians 3:1-10 (continued) Putting off “The Oldnan”

But now you must also rid yourselves of all suahg$ as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy languagef your lips.

Do not lie to each other, since
you have taken off your old
self with its practices and

have put on the new self,

which Is being renewed In
knowledge in the image of it{ /7 . .\
Creator. Here thereisno |/ 7'
Gentile or Jew, circumcised [/ /
or uncircumcised, barbarian,| ™ |

Scythian, slave or free,
but Christ is all, and is in all.




These vital truths embodied in the Feasts are por&yed in Baptism.

Colossians 3:1-10 (continued)
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and déavld, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humilitytlgeass and
patience. Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has
a grievance against someone.

Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity.

Putting on the “New Man”




The personal aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.

With regards to the individual Christian.

Although there is an ongoing process of sanctificathat starts at
conversion, there should be first fruits in ouebwvhich indicate the
Inward regeneration that has taken place.

John 12:23-25.

Jesus ][eplied, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to TJorN lz:Zj

be glori}‘ied. Viry trtfly | ter:I Ul]
you, unless a kernel of wheat BT DIE | seepe
falls to the ground and dies, v N J o

It remains only a single seed.

But if it dies, it produces many ., .
seeds. Anyone who loves their m\?igﬁ R "\\\O of
life will lose it, while anyone ¥TINE D00
who hates their life in this el R

world will keep it for eternal life.

So when Jesus enters the life of a repentant sheishe must die and
let Christ live out his life through them. Thereoshd be an early
show of fruit in their lives pointing towards thetfire change that will
be produced in their lives by the indwelling SparitGod.



The personal aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.

One of the purposes of the Feast of First fruits tea

remind the Israelites that God had given themahd kand
that the harvest rightfully belonged to him. Thegrevjust
stewards as Is made clear in the parable of thizamalsnan.

Proverbs 3:9&10.

Honour the Lord with your wealth W|th the first- fusjof aII
your Crops;

then your barns will
be filled to overflowing

and your vats will brim/ s h

over with new wine.  7Zaal ]t ]ng
Z.  giving God the first tenth

of your income




The personal aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.

Matthew 21:33-43.

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. Heapuall around
It, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtoweneh he rented the
vineyard to some farmers and moved to another platen the
harvest time approached, he sent his servantsetoetfiants to collect
his fruit. The tenants seized his servants; they bee, killed another,
and stoned a third. Then he

sent other servants to the
more than the first time,
and the tenants treated the
the same way. Last of all,
he sent his son to them.

They will respect my son,
he said.




The personal aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.
Matthew 21:33-43.
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to @heln, This is the
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritan&® they took him
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed hirherlefore, when the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do te¢hienants?

He will bring those wretches to a wretched endy tteplied, and he
will rent the vineyard to other tenants,
who will give him his share of the crop"' S o D=1
at harvest time. Jesus said to them, ol

'l
1
Have you never read in the Scriptures

1'\
The stone the builders rejected has . r\
‘-;‘—" J‘J\

/‘l

become the cornerstone; the Lord \\
has done this and it is marvellous in

our eyes Therefore | tell you that the = ;,.u ot/
kingdom of God will be taken away fro . Sl WS
you and given to a people Deess i l‘ >
who will produce its fruit. g ™

) ~-"¥

c T e



The personal aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.

The fourth feast, that is Pentecost, was pointngatds the
time that the Holy Spirit would be poured out topmwer
God’s New Covenant people to be witnesses for trd.L
However they had to be prepared by the first 3técas
Jesus said....

Mark 2:22 (NLT)

And no one puts new wine {fw
into old wineskins.
For the wine would burstth =~ = .
wineskins, and the wine an
the skins would both be los

New wine calls for
new wineskins.




The prophetic aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.
With regards to the resurrection.
We have already seen that Jesus is referred tostd-Fuits.
1 Corinthians 15:20-23.

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shalllz#l made alive. But
every man in his own order, Christ thest fruits, afterward they that

are Christ's at his coming. =y W _
mx ‘{M

But He is also our High Priestand the
high priest waved a First Fruit offering

before God, likewise Jesus presented ‘

3

the First Fruits of thesiResurrection
(Resurrection of the righteous) to God.

Matthew 27:51-53.

And when Jesus had cried out again in
a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that monleatcurtain of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom. Theleahook, the rocks
split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of malydeople who
had died were raised to life. They came out ofdnaos after Jesus’
resurrection and went into the holy city and apg&hto many people.




The prophetic aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.
With regards to the resurrection.
John 20:17 (KJV)

Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for | am nbageended to my
Father:

John 20:24-27.

Now Thomas, called the Twin, one
the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. The other disciples
therefore said to him, “We have see
the Lord.” So he said to them,

“Unless | see in His hands the print 0
the nails, and put my finger into the
print of the nails, and put my hand into His sitejll not
believe.” And after eight days His disciples weraiagnside, and
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors beingatmistood in the
midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to &g, “Reach
your finger here, and look at My hands; and reacbnhand here,
and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, believing.”




The prophetic aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.

With regards to the resurrection.
The Jewish harvest has 3 phases:

.  The first fruits
Matthew 27:51-53.

II. The main harvest.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-1

lll. The gleanings.
Revelation 20:4-6.



The prophetic aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.

We have already looked at the first fruits,
the main harvest Is mentioned In
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17.

Brothers and sisters, we do not |
want you to be uninformed abouF Vo bl
those who sleep in death, so tha 1]
you do not grieve like the rest of ’)’ ,
mankind, who have no hope. = 8

For we believe that Jesus died a
rose again, and so we believe th
God will bring with Jesus those
who have fallen asleep in him.

According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that vvlee/\are still
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lordl| wertainly not
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the horgself will
come down from heaven, with a loud command, wélvtince of
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, &meldead Iin
Christ will rise first. After that, we who are s$wlive and are left
will be caught up together with them in the clotmiseet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Loraduaer.




The prophetic aspect of the Feast of First Fruits.
The gleanings.

Revelation 20:4-6.

| saw thrones on which were seated those who had geen
authority to judge. And | saw the souls of those Wwad been
beheaded because of their testimony about Jesubenalise of
the word of God. They had not worshlped the beaiss anage
and had not received its mark 02

their foreheads or their hands.
They came to life and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.

The rest of the dead did not
come to life until the thousand
years were ended.

This is the first resurrection.

Blessed and holy are those wha

share in the first resurrection. |
The second death has no power over them, but tiigyewpriests
of God and of Christ and will reign with him foitlousand years.




"I'will pour out My Spirit

on all flesh” Joel 2:28




The Feast of Pentecost.

Feast of “Weeks” or “Pentecost”

Occurred 7 weeks after the Feast

of First Fruits and pointed

to the great harvest of souls Day of
and the gift of the Holy Spirit :
for both Jew and Gentile, F||'Stf|'U|t5
who would be brought into the
kingdom of God during the
Church Age(see Acts 2).

The Church was actually established on this daywked poured out
His Holy Spirit and 3,000 Jews responded to Petgeéat sermon and
his first proclamation of the Gospel.

Feast of
Weeks

We will look at this Feast and what it symbolises @xt
time...
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For other ministry on the feasts:
O The Feast of Passover

>  http://www.agfbrakpan.co.za/ministry-archives.aspx?mId=1440
O The Feast of Unleavened bread

>  http://www.agfbrakpan.co.za/ministry-archives.aspx?mId=1444
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O NOTE 1. Biblical illustrations by Jim Padgett, courtesy of
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