Who do you belon

Gﬂtf
created man in His own image;
... /Wfale and Female He created them.
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Belonging to God.

Now if you are a professing Christian there shouldbe no
argument about the fact that you belong to God.

He not only created you but he bought you
back from the slave-market of sin.

Romans 12:1-2.
Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters

In view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodie
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your true and proper worshig

Do not conformto the pattern of this world

but be transformed by the renewing of yo
mind. Then you will be able to test and

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing andqx will.



Belonging to God.
Romans 14:7-8.

For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and ndnesalies for

ourselves alone. If we live, we live for the Lorddaf we die, we die
for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we beltnthe Lord.
AcCts 27:23-24.

Last night an angel of the God to whom | belong whdm |
serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraia).Piu must
stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciousiegiyou the lives
of all who sail with you.

The Lord is not ashamed of owning us.

Isaiah 46:4.

Even to your old age and grey hairs | am he, | amvhe will sustain
you. | have made you and I will carry you; | willstain you and | will
rescue you.



Belonging to God.

Malachi 3:13-18.

You have spoken arrogantly against me, says the Matlyou

ask, What have we said against you? You have sasdfutile to

serve God. What do we gain by carrying out his nrexfuents and
going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty? iBaw we call
the arrogant blessed. Certainly evildoers prosped amen when they
put God to the test, they get away with it.

The Faithful Remnant Then those who feared the Ldkedawvith
each other, and the Lord listened and heard. A scifalemembrance
was written in his presence concerning those whgefitthe Lord and
honoured his name. On the day when | act, saysdhgAlmighty,
they will be my treasured possessiowill spare them, just as a
father has compassion and spares his son who shivesAnd you
will again see the distinction between the righteand the wicked,
between those who serve God and those who do not.

KJV v 17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hots, in that
day when | make up my jewels;




Created in God’s image.

Matthew 22:1522. i ——
Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans A S LN
to trap him in his words. They sent their TN oL

disciples to him along with the Herodlans

“Teacher,” they said, “we know that you L=
are a man of mt_egrlty and that you teach [ &= gl
the way of God in accordance with the trugfr. 'a-.~5'.:=- N
You aren’t swayed by others, because youg, /448 ™
pay no attention to who they areell us then, N s
what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the
Imperial tax to Caesar or not?”

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You bgmptes, why are
you trying to trap me? Show me the coin used fomggiyne

tax.” They brought him a denarius, and he asked tl{&mose image
IS this? And whose inscription?” “Caesar s,” they riegd.

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar wh@iaesar’s, and
to God what is God’s. L

When they heard this, they were amazed. So thdyriebnd went
away.




Genesis 1:26-27.

Then God said, Let us make mankind in our image, ilikeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea andthds in the

sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, amdr all the
creatures that move along the ground. So God creatatkmd in his

own image, in the image of God he created them; anadefemale he
created them.




Belonging to God.

God knows that we belong to him, but we need thatuth to
become a reality in our everyday lives and not jusbur professed
theology.

Isaiah 44:1-5.

“But now listen, Jacob, my servant, Israel, whohave chosen. This
IS what the Lord says he who made you, who formedrythel
womb, and who will help you:

Do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun, whbave

chosen. For | will pour water on the thirsty land, astleams on the
dry ground,;

| will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and ralessing on your
descendants. They will spring up like grass in ado@a like poplar
trees by flowing streams.

Some will say, ‘I belong to the Lordipthers will call themselves by
the name of Jacob; still others will write on thaaind, ‘The Lord’s,’

and will take the name Israel.




Are you taking personal responsibility and care fol

another’s person property or financial affairs?

II.-'

An important element of stewardship is the
idea of money and our bodies belonging to .. -k
God. By recognizing that God is even God .- = /g
of our wealth, a good steward would always &
tithe, so that they may be food in God’s Ll
storehouse. The idea of giving tithe, stretcli#sg, .
as far back as the time of Abraham. LN
It is a sign showing that we acknowledge
God’s Lordship over us even our wallets,

but above all it's a sign that says we love Godertban our money.
That we recognise that even if we need the 10%up&alary, we give
It to the Lord because we trust that God is ouvioker.

Hebrews 13: 5 says “ keep your lives free from tbed of money
and be content with what you have because God lzad sever will
| leave you; never will | forsake you”.




Four important principles about stewardship we mustunderstand.

1. The principle of ownership.

Psalm 24:1.The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, Warld,
and all who live In it.

In the beginning of Genesis, God creates everytAngputs Adam in
the Garden to work it and to take care of it. klesar that mn was
created to work and that work is the stewardshialladf the creation
that God has given him. This is the fundamentadqnple of biblical
stewardship. God owns everything, we are simplyagars or
administrators acting on his behalf.

Therefore, stewardship expresses our obediencedirgdhe
administration of everything God has placed undegrcontrol, vhich
IS all encompassing. Stewardship is the commitraéane’s self and
possessions to God’s service, recognizing thatovweod have the
right of control over our property or ourselves.

EchoingDeuteronomy 8:17 we might say:
My power and the strength of my hands have prodtlusdvealth for
me.

But Deuteronomy 8:18counsels us to think otherwise:

Remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gyeesthe ability
to produce wealth.



Belonging to God.

2. The principle of responsibility.

Although God gives u&ll things richly to enjoy,” nothing is ours.
Nothing really belongs to us. God owns everythiugire responsible
for how we treat it and what we do with it.

While we complain about our rights here on eafth,Bible constantly
asks, What about your responsibilities?

Owners have rights; stewards have responsibilities.

We are called as God’s stewards to manage thahvidalongs to
God. While God has graciously entrusted us withctre,
development, and enjoyment of everything he owrasastewards,
we are responsible to manage his holdings welleaadrding to his
desires and purposes.



Belonging to God.

3. The principle of accountability.

A steward is one who manages the possessions tifeantV/e are all
stewards of the resources, abilities and opporasihat God has
entrusted to our care, and one day each one oillusexcalled to give
an account for how we have managed what the Mhagegiven us.

This is the maxim taught by the Parable of the TtaleBod has
entrusted authority over the creation to us anéreenot alloved to
rule over it as we see fit. We are called to exserour dominion under
the watchful eye of the Creator managing his co@at accord with
the principles he has established.

Like the servants in the Parable of the Talentsywlldoe called to
give an account of how we have administered everytive have
been given, including our time, money, abilitiegprmation, wsdom,
relationships, and authority.

We will all give account to the rightful owner ashow well we
managed the things he has entrusted to us.



Belonging to God.

4. The principle of reward.
In Colossians 3:23-2#aul writes:

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart,vagrking for the
Lord, not for men, since you know that you willai®e an inheritance
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Chrisuyare serving.

The Bible shows us in the parables of the Kingdoat faithful
stewards who do the master’s will with the masteg®ources can
expect to be rewarded incompletely in this lifet fally in the next.
We all should long to hear the master say what ls&agxs in

Matthew 25:21.:
Well done, good and faithful servant! You have ldaghful with a

few things; | will put you in charge of many thin@®me and share

your master’s happiness!
As Christians in the 21st century, we need to engbtiais larger
biblical view of stewardship; it connects everythiwe do with what

God is doing in the world.



Belonging to God.

What is your favourite car?

About 10 years ago on my way to the UK | was waifior a flight in
Dubal airport and as | was walking around the atrpeaw 2 cars that
were been raffled, one was a Masserati and the othe a Ferrari. It
IS the closest | have been to a Ferrari and | hak rtthan a fleeting

dream of driving one.




Belonging to God.

If someone let you look after their Ferrari for 3 nonths while
they went over seas and asked you to take it fordxive every day,
how would you handle it?




Belonging to God.

If your answer is that you would take extra speciatare of it.

| would ask you why and this may be the type ofnarsyou would
give me.

It is a very expensive car and it did not belongda and that you
were just looking after it, then | want to reminouythat you are not
your own, you are God’s, and that means that yodypyour talents
your possessions, your money and your time argaats, they
belong to God and you have been put in charge abgiag them. In
God’s eyes you are more valuable than all the siché¢he world
Most of us know Ziggi well enough to S rra ‘ |
know that he is sold out for the Lord. £

He would not idolize his car, yet it is

the one he has now. What he has,
been given to him by the Lord and he T
appreciates it and take special care of=§




Belonging to God.

| phoned Ziggi yesterday to ask him to send mecau@ of his car so
that | could display it today.

He told me that the doorma
of the Sheritan hotel told hi
that his car is cleaner than t
State President’s car and th
other dignitaries and he
answered the doorman _
that it has to be because he' 73
uses it to transport Li
the “King of Kings”




Belonging to God.




Belonging to God.

o

- ST
S

SOLTH Az
PRAYER EMD

e sakcl 3 TCamll ba.
[ il ETseer ;mr!J ::lhﬂv: passy
e QLY thirgs whikch ;

Fere



Belonging to God.

Luke 16:10-15.
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can alsotlusted with

much, and whoever is dishonest with very little al#lo be dishonest

with much.
So if you have not been trustworthy in handlingldigrwealth, who

will trust you with true riches?
And If you have not been trustworthy with somedseiseproperty,
who will give you property of your own?

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will & one and love
the other, or you will be devoted to the one argp® the other. You

cannot serve both God and money.”
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this agre \wneering at
Jesus. He said to them, “You are the ones who jugbifiyselves in

the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts.
What people value highly is detestable in God’atsig




The Parable of the Husbandman.
Matthew 21:33-41.

Listen to another parable: There was a landowneo \planted a
vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a wineprasg and built a
watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to somedeasiand moved
to another place. When the harvest time approachedgent his
servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. Theatds seized his
servants; they beat one, killed another, and stan#urd. Then he
sent other servants to them, more than the first, tmmd the tenants
treated them the same way. Last of all, he serddndo them. They
will respect my son, he said. But when the tensatsthe son, they
said to each other, This is the heir. Come, letllshkm and take his
Inheritance. So they took him and threw him ouhefiineyard and
killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the vingy@mes, what
will he do to those tenants? He will bring thosetghes to a
wretched end, they replied, and he will rent theeyard to other
tenants, who will give him his share of the cropatvest time.
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The Parable of the Husbandman.

There are 6 main characters in this parable:
the land-owner— God,
the vineyard— Israel,
the tenants/farmers— the Jewish religious leadership,

the landowner’s servants— the prophets who remained obedient
and preached God’s word to the people of Israel,

the son— Jesus, and
the other tenants— the Gentiles.

This parable is an indictment on —
DOES GOD WANT

all the modern day religious
leaders who use the Church ie: !Qﬂl!om[ﬂgcﬂiﬂlCH? N

Otheers call it heresy. The debate

-

over the new gospel of wealth

the Body of Christ, to enrich X S
themselves and live lavish life-
styles rather than use the funds
to reach the lost.




How well do you take care of your body?
1 Corinthians 6:19-20.

Do you not know that your bodies are temples
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your owau
were bought at a price.

Therefore honour God with your bodies.




How well do you take care of your body?

What right do we have to ruin

our health and even shorten our
lifespan, not to mention the
weakened testimony that goes
hand in hand with bad habits like
smoking, drinking and gluttony and
the drugs that many consume with
and without prescriptions.




How well do you manage your time?

There Is a resource you have that is far more valilde than gold
or diamonds and that is time.

You can never turn the clock back and
you have less time today than you had WA
yesterday, did you spend it wisely? WSELY

-Pﬂaple ofrem
camp]aiﬁ o b o
|-.::-.r:|-: of Time
whermn +he lack of
Airecriom is +he
real probl erm. Zig
ziﬂlar



Belonging to God.

As you read this article one of your most valuablassets is
slipping away. This asset is shared equally evenag by rich and
poor alike. And once it is lost, it is impossibled regain

This priceless commodity tsne Time is a precious asset, especially
for those living at the end of the age. To the diaithe phrase
“redeeming the time” could mean the following:

driving 65 mph in a 35 mph zone;
skipping breakfast; cosmetic surgery;

turning one’s grey hair to brown to
recapture a youthful look;

or sleeping 14 hours straight to recover
from a lost weekend.

different meaning-with significant consequences.
The apostle Paul admonished the first-century Ghto¢redeem the

time.” This same admonition needs to be heeded Ingtizins living
In the final era!



Belonging to God.

How many of us have put off overcoming or facing psonal
problems, wasted time In frivolous pursuits, negldéed our
relationship with God, or took lightly our calling as His elect,
relegating it to less than top priority?

Many have not sought the kingdom of !
God as their most important goal!
Christians have missed numerous
opportunities to grow! Most have
succumbed to a misuse of time.

But this problem does have solutions,
and we must begin working on them too

What does it mean to redeem the time?

The book of Ephesians contains the admonitiBledeeming the time,
because the days are ev(Eph. 5:16). The word “redeeming” in the
Greek can mean “to buy up, ransom, or rescue foms'l We need

to rescue from losthe time that remains in our life. We can only
redeem today and plan to redeem tomorrow, for y@syas gone!
We alone are responsible for using what God hasngiw each of us

.
yesterday



Belonging to the Church.

Not only do we belong to God but we belong to thehirch
(The Body of Christ)

Romans 12:3-8.

For by the grace given me | say to every one of {fmunot think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rathenkhof yourself with

sober judgment, in accordance with the faith Gosd thiatributed to
each of you.

For just as each of us has one body with many mexnéed these
members do not all have the same function, so ilsChe, though
many, form one body, and each member belongs tbeatithers.

We have different gifts, according to the grace giteeeach of us. If
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordawith

your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it isaehing, then teach; if it
IS to encourage, then give encouragement; if itveng, then give
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if is to show mercy, do it
cheerfully.




Belonging to the Church.

1 Peter 4:8-11.
Above all, love each other deeply,

because love covers over a multitude
of sins. Offer hospitality to one anothg
without grumbling. Each of you shoulgs:
use whatever gift you have received t
serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms.

If anyone speaks, they should do so &
one who speaks the very words of G¢

If anyone serves, they should do so
the strength God provides, so that in
all things God may be praisadrough
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory ang

he power for ever and ever. Amen.



Belonging to the Church.

1 Corinthians 12:12-20.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, butsathany parts
form one body, so it is with Christ. For we werelaptized by one
Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gemnitdlave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drieven so the body
IS not made up of one part but of many. Now if toe $hould say,
“Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to thdyyoit would not
for that reason stop being part of the body. Arttaf ear should say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to théytyat would not
for that reason stop being part of the body. Ifwiele body were an
eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If tlideddody were an
ear, where would the sense of smell be? But inGact has

placed the parts in the body, every one of themh gsihie wanted
them to be. If they were all one part, where wohtlliody be? As it
IS, there are many parts, but one body.



Belonging to the Church.

1 Corinthians 12:21-27.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’'t need yol
And the head cannot say to the feet, “I doréed _
you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body tha
seem to be weaker are indispensahte] the parts

that we think are less honourable we treat withcsgdehonour. And
the parts that are unpresentable are treated wpicsal

modesty, while our presentable parts need no special
treatment. But God has put the body together, givin

greater honour to the parts that lackedst that

there should be no division in the body, but that |

parts should have equal concern for each other.

If one part suffers, every part suffers with itprfe pat
IS honoured, every part rejoices with it.

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one ofiyaupart of it.




Belonging to our spouse.

1 Corinthians 7:4.

The wife does not have authorit
over her own body but yields it
to her husband. In the same wa

the husband does not have
authority over his own body
but yields it to his wife.

Song of Solomon 2:16.

b
R




Belonging to God.

There are only 2 choices for us as humans:
To be a servant of God or a servant of sin witla®als our master.

Romans 6:16-18.
Don’t you know that when you offer

yourselves to someone as obedient
slaves, you are slaves of the one you El@ ]N]@

obey—whether you are slaves to sin,

which leads to death or to obedience, T@

which leads to righteousness?

But thanks be to God that, though you JE%W%

used to be slaves to sin, you have come
to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching thes now claimed
your allegiance. You have been set free from sinheavé become

slaves to righteousness.




You were made
by GOD and for GOD
and until you understand
that, life will never
make sense.
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